
The Quang Binh project has increased 

its capacity by one Mine Action Team 

(MAT) and one Community Liaison (CL) 

team. A Quality Assurance (QA) team 

has also been established and became 

fully functional early August in efforts to 

add value to current operations.      

A new remote sub-office together with a 

new demolition range were established 

in the most north-western district of 

Tuyen Hoa, Quang Binh province, 

where a MAT and a CL team will be 

working for the next four months.  

   

MAG Quang Tri completed clearance of 

a one hectare site which was then 

handed over to local authorities for the 

construction of a primary school funded 

by the U.S Embassy.  

MAG hosted visitors from Landmine 

Survivor Network, Project RENEW, the 

Department of Foreign Affairs, and the 

provincial Military on a series of bulk 

demolitions in Quang Binh province.  

The casing of the biggest 1,000lb bomb 

detonated by MAG is now being 

displayed at the Provincial Military 

Department in Quang Binh province.

Ms Jane Pearn, who has been closely 

involved with a charity supporting the 

work of the Mines Advisory Group 

(MAG) for many years, visited the 

Quang Tri project. 

.

When Master Thich Trung Son 

started to construct a new pagoda 

in Quang Binh province in 2009, he 

did not expect to find Unexploded 

Ordnance (UXO) on the site.   

But just one day after construction 

started at the foot of the renowned 

Than Dinh mountain, workers found 

an unexploded 500lb aircraft bomb 

buried in the earth. The whole project 

was then suspended.

Turning the pagoda and its            

surrounding area into a Buddhist 

ecotourism destination is part of the 

province’s tourism development 

strategy. 

"Quang Binh was once the centre of 

Buddhism in Vietnam, but there is 

currently not much sign of that. The 

Kim Phong pagoda is therefore being  

built to be a spiritual practice center 

for local residents as well as 

visitors,” said Master Son, who is in 

charge of the construction.

Hundreds of tons of bombs were 

dropped in this area during the war, 

forcing local people to leave. After 

peace returned, they came back to 

find their villages in ruins, and 

many items of UXO still littering the 

ground and threatening their safety.           

Cultivation activities were much 

hindered; hectares of fertile land 

were left idle due to UXO           

contamination. In 1991, in an area 

just 300 metres away from the 

construction site, four children  

were killed and one injured by a         

submunition when herding cows. It 

was a big shock for the people 

living in the area.

‘Our land is totally unsafe’
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Removing the 500lb bomb. Photo: MAG Vietnam.
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Donor updates: 

U.S. Department of State

MAG Quang Binh operations staff increased from 

three MAT and two CL teams to four MATs, three CL 

teams, and one Quality Assurance (QA) team from 

August. 

With funding from the Office of Weapons Removal 

and Abatement (part of the US Department of State), 

the last quarter saw the completion of mobile 

clearance in 48 villages. 24,650 square metres of 

land were cleared and 831 items of UXO destroyed 

as a result, directly benefiting 54,839 local residents. 

After two months of its commencement, the QA team 

conducted 51 technical assessments, 18 CL 

assessments and 20 medical assessments.

NVESD

Under this funding, importation of the vegetation 

cutter and relevant training were conducted. The 

vegetation cutter went operational in August, 

resulting in saving 71 hours of manual vegetation 

cutting in this month and 247 hours in September.

DFID

During the last quarter, the two Explosive Ordnance 

Disposal (EOD) teams and the CL team of MAG 

Quang Tri project safely removed 1,604 items of 

UXO and three mines. 55,603 local people benefited 

from this work. 

Overall, at the whole programme’s level, 2,438 

items of UXO and mines were removed, benefitting 

a total of 110,442 local residents.

Master Thich Trung Son on the ground of the future main pagoda. 

Photo: Na Son
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“There was a great deal of pain when we lost our 

beloved son. But the threat hasn’t been gone yet. The 

discovery of the big bomb gave us another shock. Our 

land is totally unsafe,” said Mr Nguyen Dinh Que, the 

father of one of the victims, speaking before MAG  

came to clear the area.  

The 500lb bomb found was located at a depth of one 

metre, and was just 30 metres away from the village 

road. Realising that this could not be the only item of 

UXO in this heavily bombed area, after the big bomb 

was safely removed by MAG, the local authorities 

requested clearance of the entire construction site (for 

the main pagoda, a library, and a yard). In a month and 

a half it took a MAG team to clear the two hectare site, 

an additional 64 items of UXO were found and 

destroyed.

“We were once scared by the big bomb. We were even   

more so when MAG found many others [UXO]. If MAG 

had not removed and cleared all of them, we would 

have not dared to continue our work," a worker said.

“The construction work is in frequent progress now, 

fortunately,” Master Son excitedly said. “By the end of 

2011, the pagoda will be open for public. Without 

MAG’s clearance, I don’t know whether our desire to 

see the pagoda built here could become real.”
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3 visits for a 29-UXO deal

During recent operations in Thuy Ba Ha village, Quang 

Tri province, MAG’s CL team had to make three 

consecutive visits to one household before they could 

remove 29 items of UXO.

These items were found one year ago in the property of Ms 

Cao Thi Quang, when her daughter was digging land to plant 

banana trees in her garden. “I was so terrified. I rushed to 

ask my neighbour to take them away. Keeping such        

dangerous items is not a wise idea,” Ms Quang said.  

Situated in one of the most heavily bombed areas during the 

war, Thuy Ba Ha village suffered from continuous day and 

night bombing between 1968 and 1972. “In 1970, I returned 

to my homeland after years of teaching in a neighbouring 

province to find the village ragged and desolate,” Ms Quang 

remembered. “Around my house were many communication 

trenches that were bombed. Old villagers told me there was 

a stockpile of mortars in my garden but I did not believe 

them.”

After the war, like other farmers in her village, Ms Quang had 

to start cultivating land. “We had no choice despite the UXO 

risk. I would dig slowly to try to minimise any consequences 

of hitting any UXO. I also avoided all the communication 

trenches,” she recalled. However, in 1978, her father was 

seriously wounded when his spade hit a cluster bomb 

submunition in the garden.

Ms Quang’s neighbour, Mr Son, used his wheelbarrow to 

move the mortars to his garden. “I knew that they were not 

fused, so they were safe to move,” he said. All mortars were 

then placed without any cover right on the ground in his 

garden just five metres from his house. He hoped to sell the 

items for their scrap metal value.

On the first visit to Mr Son’s house, as he worked far from 

home and only came back home in the evening, the CL  

team talked to his wife, Ms Thiet. “Long ago, some 

[people] promised to buy such mortars for VND5,000 (or 

25 cents) each but they haven’t come back yet. So we 

just leave the UXO there,” she said.

After examining the items, the CL team explained to Ms 

Thiet that the items were potentially dangerous due to the 

UXO being close to their house. The items were also 

uncovered, and there were children around who might 

play with them.

However, Ms Thiet did not agree to let MAG remove 

them. “My husband brought them home so he has the 

right to make the decision. I need to consult him first.” 

The team left her MAG’s hotline phone number and 

asked her to discuss the issue with her husband.  

The CL team re-visited Mr Son’s house the next day but 

he was again not at home, and Ms Thiet would still not 

decide on behalf of her husband. Finally an appointment 

was fixed for the next day. 

“I did intend to sell them, but now I understand that the 

money I can get from selling them is not worth the risk,” 

Mr Son agreed. The day after that, MAG’s technical team 

came and safely removed the 29 mortars.

“Only after you had already removed the items did I dare 

to cultivate that area of my garden,” Ms Thiet told MAG. “I 

will plant some banana trees. Digging is no longer a risk.”

“I’m so happy and relieved. If the UXO had exploded, not 

only my family and Mr Son’s but the whole village could 

have been badly affected,” Ms Quang added.

MAG worked in the village for two weeks altogether, 

removing items of UXO known to the 352 households in 

the village. Altogether, 150 items of UXO were destroyed.  

You might be surprised to learn that it is not always easy to persuade community members to allow 

MAG to destroy dangerous items of UXO.

The deadly mortars in Mr Son’s garden. Photo: MAG Vietnam       

Following clearance, Ms Thiet’s son plays where the UXO used to be kept. 

Photo: MAG Vietnam
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One day after the flood

Monday, 4 October 2010

Rain! Rain in the house! Days ago, 

the typhoon already swept away 

part of the roof. Staying inside the 

house is just the same as staying 

outside. The whole family couldn’t 

do anything but take it in turns to 

sweep the water out. It’s so horrible 

to live like this. 

Tuesday, 5 October 2010 

TV news said 28 dead bodies had 

been found and 17 people had 

been injured in Quang Binh      

province. There had been dozens 

of ‘missing people’ cases without 

any clues for their families. How 

much bad news will there be after 

the flood?

Wednesday, 6 October 2010

The first working day after the 

flood. I wavered between staying 

safe and dry at the office or visiting 

colleagues’ families who were still 

suffering from the flood. But with so 

many colleagues unable to come to 

work, I decided to leave my reports 

and head out to see how I could 

help others.

We left the office at 8am and 

encountered the same scene 

wherever we went - people clearing 

mud and floating rubbish from 

inside their houses. Yesterday, 

almost all of Khuong Ha village, 

Hung Trach commune, where MAG 

conducted clearance six years ago, 

was under deep water. According to 

a local official, the water level 

reached up to seven metres in

Flash floods caused by torrential rain since early days of October in Central Viet Nam have caused 

serious damages across provinces in the northern-central region, flooding thousands of homes and 

inundating extensive areas of rice fields and crops. Quang Binh Province, where MAG operations are 

active, was hardest hit. Hoang Thi Mai Chi, MAG’s Community Liaison Officer, recalls these days.

some places. Preliminary reports 

said 1,500 out of 2,600 households 

living in the commune had been 

flooded just one day before our visit, 

including every household in 

Khuong Ha village. 

We met 82 year-old Pham Van Hoai 

leaning on his stick to walk home 

after a period of time avoiding the 

flood in his children’s house. “I and 

my wife were on the point of death 

because we didn’t know how to get 

out while the house was submerged. 

Luckily, my children came just in 

time and brought us to their house,” 

he said. Mr Hoai said he had never 

experienced such a big storm in his 

life. 

We left Khuong Ha village for Le 

Thuy district, where 40 per cent of 

MAG’s staff live. This is also where 

the MAG teams were working just 

before the torrential downpour.

It was now very hard to recognise 

the road we had driven on daily from 

the office to the clearance sites as it 

was full of water. The worst of the 

flooding was already gone, although 

almost a metre of water still 

remained. Rice fields on both sides 

of the road had turned into curling 

rivers. The only means of transport 

was by boat. According to the news, 

more than 4,000 vehicles 

were waiting in a queue to get 

through to the district.  It took us 

over 1,5 hours instead of 30 

minutes to arrive.

The back-bone road to the district’s 

centre, where many MAG staff live, 

was still deep under water. During 

the flood at this time last year, we 

were still able to access the house 
Khuong Ha villagers clearing their houses after 

the flood.

Rice paddies along two road sides turned into “rivers”

Mr Pham Van Hoai on his way back home.

(story continued on page 5)


