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Territory or Lives?

Case study 1: The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

In February 1998 the Armenian Republic started undeclared war on the Azerbaijan Republic to gain control of the disputed territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. By the summer of 1992 both sides were using landmines and mine-like munitions. One side was using them in defense of land they believed to be theirs and the other in acts to help them acquire it. The mines were viewed as a “necessary evil” by some quarters in Azerbaijan in order to maintain the county’s safety and security so long as it was in conflict with Armenia. However, at the end of the conflict in 2003 Heydar Aliyev, president of the Azerbaijan republic, stated on AzTV that from the Azerbaijan side alone 20,000 people had died and 50,000 were injured.

Case Study 2: Returning home in Iraq 
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             Dana Hussein                                         Zana Hussein
The collapse of the Iraqi regime in 2003 gave twins Dana and Zana the chance they had hoped for; the chance to return back to their hometown Khidr Blakh. It was a dream come true and a new start for their family. However, they knew nothing of the hidden danger that was awaiting them. Making the long journey back home, the twins didn't have a thought about the mines that littered their village.
On Saturday June 28, 2003, while the two brothers were walking around their village, they triggered a V69 - one of the deadliest anti-personnel mines in the world. This ‘bounding fragmentation’ mine jumps up a metre out of the ground and sprays lethal pellets over a 100m radius. When they woke they were in Azady hospital in Kirkuk, northern Iraq.

Dana lost both of his legs below the knee and Zana lost one leg. The two brothers asked whether they could have their legs back to ride their bicycle. They have promised each other to stay together whether that is 'in distress or in happiness'. Neither is sure about their future. 
Dana and Zana are 12 years old and intend to go back to school next year if provided with prosthetic legs. 
Discuss the following regarding territory:

· Do landmines enforce, or actually create, knowledge claims regarding territory? 

· How many acres of contested land are a child’s legs worth?             
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