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Missile haul spotlights life-saving work in Libya

NOTICE: MAG’s Sean Sutton, who has spent time with MAG teams and victims of unexploded ordnance in Libya, is available for interview. He can give an expert perspective on the potential humanitarian impact that abandoned weapons, UXO, landmines and looted weapons could have.

Please contact Clare Hargreaves 0161 238 5445 / 07979 343969 / clare.hargreaves@maginternational.org if you would like to speak to Sean.

Thursday 29 September:  Seven surface-to-air missiles are the latest deadly haul by UK charity MAG (Mines Advisory Group) as the race to secure abandoned weapons in Libya continues.

The discovery was made by MAG experts during a mission to excavate a bunker in Al Khums this month. The team, led by MAG Technical Field Manager Wayne Lomax, removed seven SA-9s from the ammunition storage site – missiles with heat-seeking guidance systems that have the capability of taking down a plane at 12,000 feet. 
Gaddafi’s vast arsenal of weapons remains a concern, with the proliferation of extensive stockpiles of conventional weapons amassed in Ammunition Storage Points presenting a global threat.  

Says MAG’s Sean Sutton:  “We are working diligently to destroy stockpiles of weapons, and while all unsecured Small Arms and Light Weapons left behind during conflict are a threat to regional security and the Libyan people, MANPADS (man-portable air defence systems) and surface-to-air missiles present an even more terrifying threat. 

“Shoulder launched missiles such as MANPADS can pose a serious threat to any type of air travel, be it passenger air travel, the commercial aviation industry, or military aircraft. This problem is exacerbated when these deadly munitions fall into the hands of terrorists, criminals, and non-state actors. More than 40 civilian aircraft have been hit by missiles fired from MANPADS since the 1970s.”

But removing sophisticated missiles left unsecured is just one aspect of MAG’s work.  

Since April, MAG has been working predominantly in Ajdabiya and Misrata to reduce the risks posed to the population by unexploded ordnance (UXO).

Explosive remnants of over six months of conflict between forces of the Libyan National Transitional Council and those loyal to Gaddafi, together with NATO-led air strikes in support of UN Security Council Resolution 1973, continue to impact the daily lives of civilians. 

/more
Since starting operations, MAG has removed and destroyed more than 8,500 potentially fatal items of UXO, anti-personnel and anti-tank mines, cluster bomb submunitions and surface-to-air missiles.  

MAG is also working in partnership with the UN refugee agency, UNHCR, providing Risk Education in schools and communities for hundreds of adults and children on the dangers of explosive items left behind after war.
Adds Sean: “The main focus of our work is to allow people to return home and rebuild their lives in safety. 

“The country’s landscape has been left littered by thousands of dangerous items after fighting broke out earlier this year. UXO and landmines are a real threat. Children are particularly at risk due to their natural inquisitiveness. Tragically, there have already been a number of fatal accidents involving children as young as three years old. 
“Our work, clearing mines, destroying weapons and educating people about the dangers, is essential for rebuilding lives and communities as peace returns to Libya.”
MAG receives funding for its work in Libya from the UK Department For International Development, the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement, US Department of State, the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Kirby Laing Foundation.
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For more information on MAG’s work, our response in Libya, or to request an interview, please contact Clare Hargreaves, Media and Communications Officer in the UK on + (0) 161 238 5445 / + (0) 7939 343969 / clare.hargreaves@maginternational.org.

Alternatively, please visit our website www.maginternational.org 

Notes for journalists

Useful links

MAG in Libya:

MAG’s response to the crisis
DIFD press release: 
New British support for Libyan mine clearance 

Department for International Development website
Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement website
Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation website
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees website
About MAG

MAG is a global humanitarian charity that has been reducing the devastating effects of armed violence, landmines and other deadly remnants of conflict for the benefit of communities worldwide since 1989. 

In 1997 MAG became co-laureate of the Nobel Peace Prize for its working helping to bring about the international Mine Ban Treaty that banned the use, stockpile and manufacture of anti-personnel landmines.

MAG was the first agency specialising in emergency response to landmine contamination, risks posed by UXO and unsecured stockpiles of munitions to have a presence in eastern Libya.







MAG is a humanitarian organisation clearing the remnants of conflict for the benefit of local communities worldwide. 

MAG is co-laureate of the 1997 Nobel Peace Prize. 
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