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Mines in Sudan, notes for teachers

The following may be used as a discussion or debate into the arguments for and against mine clearance: with a particular focus on mine clearance while conflict continues within a country. 

In order to carry out the task the students may need to have access to the internet for further research (unless this lesson follows previous work on mine clearance), or it may need to span two periods. 

The first sheet is designed for distribution to the class and the second contains a glossary of terms that may also be given out. However, to ensure that the first task is dealt with in isolation it may be better to write them on the board one by one when they are required.

By assigning the students roles for and against mine clearance an interesting debate may be carried out….(hint: against arguments could take into account the reasons why mines were laid in the first place and how clearing them may prevent them from fulfilling their purpose, increased insecurity for deminers or economic arguments about increased cost of removal during war).     

NB. This lesson has been designed to be student led and so their reasons for or against are equally valid (when backed up with sound arguments), as they are their points of view…


Mines in Southern Sudan

Extract taken from ‘Views from the Ground’, in ‘Engaging Non-State Actors in a Landmine Ban’, full conference proceedings (2001), http://www.genevacall.org/resources/testi-publications/nsa-2001-fconference.htm

“I just received a message that one of my senior deminers stepped on a landmine yesterday and has been amputated. He has been fighting landmines for the last three years. Two days before I came here, he sent me a message that he had come across a minefield of Chinese and the American less-metallic mines, planted deeply, with a small stick up to the surface. This makes them very difficult to detect. One of them got him yesterday. 

“I come from Sudan, was born in war, grew up in it, got a job in it. Sudan has the longest civil war in the world. Thirty-two out of its 44 years since decolonisation. According to the US Centre for Refugees, Sudan has suffered more war-related deaths than any other nation. They estimated that 1.9 million people have died. Sudan’s death count is larger than fatalities suffered in current and recent conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo, Afghanistan, Chechnya, Somalia and Algeria combined. In addition, there are four million internally displaced people. Three hundred and fifty thousand people are refugees in neighbouring countries. Some have relocated to Europe and America. Approximately 2.5 million in Southern Sudan face war’s famines every year.

“Central to this human catastrophe are landmines. The history of landmines in Sudan dates back to the Second World War, especially in the North, when the British and the Germans were fighting on the Sudanese, Libyan and Egyptian border. Those mines were not removed and they are still killing nomadic people. Since the Sudanese conflict started in 1955, landmines have been extensively used as part of insurgency and counterinsurgency, by the government and the NSAs in the conflict.

“In 1997, the government of Sudan requested the UN Department for Humanitarian Affairs (UNDHA) to do a landmine assessment. The assessment found that roughly one-third of Sudan (that is, 300,000 square miles) is affected by landmines and explosives. It was estimated that there are between 500,000 and two million landmines in southern Sudan alone. The government of Sudan estimates two landmines per inhabitant in Southern Sudan. The ICRC has reported 5,000 amputees registered in hospitals. According to the Sudanese government, there are 700,000 amputees from mines and similar explosives. The UN assessment also reported three million heads of livestock killed by landmines. That would mean 200 to 400 cows killed every day. I don’t know how correct that figure is. In relief activities, over 50 percent of funds received for relief are spent in air transport to avoid landmines on roads, in areas where the war has been over for several years.

“The UNDHA’s conclusions express no doubt that landmines are causing a great deal of dislocation and death in Sudan. But they could not come up with any recommendations, considering the continuing conflict. So according to their recommendations, the people have to go on suffering from landmines until a political solution is found. Only one organ of the UN, UNICEF, is supporting a mine action program in the Sudan. They are doing this because the very children that they are saving from polio, through their vaccination programme and health service support, are being killed by landmines.”

Spoken by Aleu Aleu - formerly a senior officer of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). He was engaged in fighting and in using landmines for 14 years. In 1996, he was commissioned by the SPLA/M to establish a mine action program in areas controlled by the SPLA/M. He is now the managing director of Operation Save Innocent Lives – Sudan (OSIL).


Discussion

The above is the prelude to an argument for the clearance of landmines while conflict still continues within a country. MAG has worked during conflicts in Lebanon, Iraq and the Democratic Republic of Congo, among many others. 

· Using the passage, and further research, argue why you think mine clearance is an operation that should or shouldn’t be carried out.

· Would your arguments be the same if the clearance was taking place while the conflict continued? Explain how they would be different.

· In Sudan many villagers returned before the end of the conflict as it had moved on to other areas within a very large country. Does knowing this affect your answer?

(If you wish to see the rest of the piece go to the website listed at the top of the passage)

Glossary of Terms:

Deminer: someone employed in mine clearance.

NSA - Non-State Actor: very difficult to define, but put simply it is an actor with a basic structure   of command operating outside state control that uses force to achieve its political objectives. These actors are not eligible to sign international agreements such as the Mine Ban Treaty. 

Less-metallic mines: mines with a low metallic content making them difficult to find using metal detectors.

Insurgency: an organised rebellion aiming to overthrow a government through the using armed conflict

Counterinsurgency: military, paramilitary, political, economic, psychological, and civic actions taken by a government to defeat insurgency
ICRC: International Committee for the Red Cross
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