
MAG Vietnam welcomed visits from 

the British Ambassador Mark Kent 

and Mags Gaynor, the Deputy Head 

of Development for Irish Aid. 

The US Pacific Fleet visited the 

programme to discuss partnership 

opportunities related to their 

programme of training and capacity 

building, and a bulk munitions 

disposal project.  

A documentary film crew from 

Spanish public television filmed 

MAG operations in Quang Tri.

MAG donated 50 used bunk beds 

to Tinh Hong Orphanage Center 

and Gio Linh Ethnic Minority 

Secondary Boarding School of 

Quang Tri province on the occasion 

of the new school year. 

Education, Poverty and the Scrap Metal Trade in 

Khammouane Province

.

In late September typhoon 

Ketsana struck the provinces of 

Quang Binh and Quang Tri, 

leaving in its wake a trail of 

devastation. MAG currently has 

clearance programs operating in 

both provinces.  Despite the 

heavy impact of the typhoon on 

both operations and staff, MAG 

contributed to the relief effort 

and resumed clearance 

operations just a few days 

afterwards.

Around 500mm of rain fell in 48 

hours, causing extensive flooding 

and damage throughout central 

Vietnam.  Tens of thousands of 

households were left underwater, 

with livestock killed and crops 

washed away or ruined.

When it first became known that 

Ketsana was approaching, MAG 

suspended field operations so that 

staff could return to their homes and 

prepare for the typhoon.

“We were clearing a site in Quang Tri 

for rubber trees plantation and 

another site in Quang Binh province, 

for planting peanuts and capsicum, 

when the storm came,” said Ms 

Nguyen Ngoc Lan, MAG Vietnam’s 

Technical Operations Officer.

After the typhoon, some of MAG’s 

clearance sites were heavily flooded, 

whilst other were inaccessible.  

As a result, operations had to be 

suspended for a few days. This 

allowed for floodwaters to subside 
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Work resumes quickly after 

the typhoon
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Donor updates: 

U.S. Department of State Talisman Vietnam

US-based foundation MAG Music Festival
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The Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (part 

of the US Department of State) funds three Mine 

Action Teams and two Community Liaison teams in 

Quang Binh province. Between July and September, 

the teams completed mobile clearance in 22 villages, 

removing 665 items of unexploded ordnance (UXO), 

directly benefiting 10,830 local residents.

The organization directly funds the deployment of 

three Mine Action Teams and two Community Liaison 

teams in Quang Tri province. Notable achievements 

during the July to September quarter were 83,000 

square metres cleared, 2,540 UXO and nine mines 

destroyed with 58,395 direct beneficiaries recorded.

Proceeds from the MAG Music Festival organised in 

April helped the teams to clear land in five villages, 

destroying 300 items of UXO in the process.

as well as providing time for the community to recover 

and repair damage.

Immediately after the typhoon MAG made offers 

of assistance to local authorities in an effort to 

provide relief support. MAG was able to provide 

transportation assistance to Quang Tri authorities to 

undertake post-disaster assessments.  

MAG’s partner Global Medic also donated 180,000 

Aquatabs [water sterilisation tablets] for use in 

flooded communities in Quang Tri and Quang Ngai.

Many MAG staff were also personally affected by the 

typhoon, particularly those living in Le Thuy District, 

one of the most heavily flooded districts in Quang 

Binh. Of the 35 MAG staff living in the district, 31 had 

their homes flooded by up to a metre of water.

MAG Vietnam’s Technical Operations Manager 

Tony Fernandes said he was impressed by the 

resilience of the staff.  “I was really astonished at the 

positive spirit of our staff and their families amidst 

trying conditions,” he said. “We visited the flooded 

house of Mr Le The Dung, a Team Supervisor. 

He greeted us with a warm smile and a promise to 

return to work.”

“We resumed work at the first opportunity after the 

disaster with the aim of providing more safe land for 

local people as soon as possible. They’ve lost 

so much already.” 

Work resumes ...(continued from page 1) 

The flooding forced many people to leave their homes. 
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The independent upstream oil and gas company provides 

financial support to one Mine Action Team of the Quang 

Binh project. In the first month of funding, the team 

completed mobile clearance in three villages and removed 

46 items of UXO.
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A shortage of everything – except big bombs
MAG safely removed three big bombs in one of the poorest provinces of Vietnam, Quang Binh, 

in the space of just two weeks during August.

Two 750lbs (or approximately 340kg) 
bombs were uncovered in two separate 
villages by community members when 
farming, while a 500lbs (or around 
227kg) bomb was found during 
construction work on Provincial Road 
number 20 – a wartime ‘hotspot’ along 
which 70,000 people were killed, 
approximately one death for every metre.

The provincial authorities were informed 
and sought MAG’s assistance. The items 
were safely removed and stored for later 
bulk demolition by MAG’s technicians.

The discovery of the bombs is a 
reminder of the link between levels of 
UXO contamination and poverty.
 
According to a recent conference held 
by the Quang Binh local authorities, the 
province’s per-capita income is just 
US$650 per annum, significantly lower 
than the national average. Twenty per 
cent of the province’s households live
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below the poverty line.

UXO contamination contributes to 
poverty by restricting access to land 
needed for agriculture or infrastructure, 
by necessitating the need for resources 
for clearance, and because victims of 
UXO or landmine accidents place their 
families under financial strain.

The two villages where the 750lbs 
bombs were found were subject to 
heavy bombardment during the 
Vietnam-American war, due to their 
strategic location close to the Ho Chi 
Minh trail, a critical supply route for the 
North Vietnamese forces. B-52 aircraft 
were used to bomb North Vietnamese 
military bases in the area.
  
More than one-third of central Vietnam 
is contaminated by UXO, according 
to a recent report released by the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation 
(VVAF) and the Vietnamese Ministry of 
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The ventilation of 'Mu Giai' took place after 
MAG was asked to clear land in Vinh 
Quang commune, an historically significant 
location on the 17th parallel. Local 
authorities had proposed the area’s tunnel 
network – an ‘underground village’ – should 
become a National Historic Site, fuelling a 
construction project which required MAG’s 
help.

Challenges loomed large during the 
clearance process. The site has a  

MAG Vietnam staff discovered the gate of an historic tunnel in the Vinh Linh district 

of Quang Tri province, 42 years after it was bombed.

45-degree gradientand its close proximity to residential areas and a  fishing port 
slowed down evacuation prior to demolitions. However MAG successfully and safely 
removed 11 items of UXO from a 300 square-metre area.

MAG staff also uncovered many items which had been used during daily life in the 
tunnels. These were handed over to the authorities for preservation.

“I don’t know how to describe my feeling when we found them,” Mr Tran Van Lam, of 
the Mine Action Team involved, said. ”I’m so honoured to be part of the discovery, and 
so proud to save and help the local people.”

MAG has removed and disposed a total of 345 UXO and 18 mines from the whole of 
Vinh Quang commune, Quang Tri province.

“We believe in the development potential this initiative gives to the economy of the 
commune in particular, and Quang Tri province in general,” said MAG Vietnam’s 
Country Programme Manager Jimmy Roodt.
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Facts and figures
Programme statistics, 

July - September 2009

Square metres cleared    110,759 m

Number of villages  
complete    

Number of EOD 

Response Tasks    

UXO destroyed  

Mines destroyed

Number of direct 

beneficiaries

37

47

96,599

9

2,942

Historic tunnel ventilated during clearance 

Defense’s Technology Center for 
Bomb and Mine Disposal (BOMICEN).

Quang Binh and neighbouring Quang 
Tri also have the highest number of 
post-conflict deaths and injuries 
associated with leftover ordnance  
among six central provinces.

In late August, another 500lbs bomb 
(MK85) was found at a construction site 
on Nhat Le beach, very close to a 
residential area and several hotels.


