
MAG exceeded the quarterly targets   

for mobile operations in Quang Binh 

and Quang Tri provinces.     

The well-known Vietnamese            

photographer Na Son visited MAG 

operations in Quang Binh and Quang 

Tri provinces to document the impact  

of MAG’s clearance work. 

   

The Quang Tri project has resumed 

Community Liaison activities after the 

scale-down in late 2009. 

On the 35   anniversary of Liberation 

Day (30   April), a MAG information 

display at the 17   Parallel Museum in 

Quang Tri was seen by thousands of 

visitors.  

During June, MAG helped remove a 

1000 lb bomb found in a dried up 

riverbed in Quang Binh province, in 

response to a request from the Military.

MAG Vietnam’s Country Programme 

Manager Hannah Bryce took part in a 

live radio interview with Radio          

Australia.

 

  

.

In a landscape so heavily 

contaminated with remnants of war 

it is common for people to find 

dangerous items of UXO while 

going about their everyday chores. 

Once finding an item, how a person 

responds can be the difference 

between life and death. MAG 

understands this threat to the 

community and as part of the safety 

messages that it delivers to 

communities provides a telephone 

'hotline' number so that any member 

of the public can report the location  

of UXO.

“I hate seeing bombs! Whenever I 

find any, I call MAG immediately. If I 

don’t do this, someone might get hurt 

like I did,” says Mr Ho Minh Tien, a 

UXO accident survivor who lives in 

Tan Lich village, Quang Tri province.

Local residents can telephone MAG 

directly when they find items of UXO. 

MAG cleared agricultural land in   

Tien’s village in 2007, destroying 31 

dangerous items in the process.  

However, the scale of contamination  

in the province is so great that it is   

not possible to clear all the land in a 

village. The result is that community 

members continue to find UXO on 

land that has not yet been cleared.  

When they do so, they telephone 

MAG and make an emergency report.

In the one year period from July 2009 

to June 2010, MAG received 115  

such reports of UXO in the province 

–16 of them from this village. Tien 

made seven of the calls.

Tien was the most seriously injured   

of seven victims of an UXO accident 
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Mr Ho Minh Tien. Photo: MAG Vietnam.
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Donor updates: 

U.S. Department of State

2

Three Mine Action Teams (MATs) and two Community 
Liaison (CL) teams in Quang Binh province funded by  
the Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement (part of 
the US Department of State) undertook mobile clearance 
in 36 villages during the last quarter. During these 
operations 778 items of UXO were destroyed, directly 
benefiting 40,452 local residents. WRA will continue to 
fund the project for a further 12 months, starting on 01 
July 2010.

in 1992. He lost his left eye, his right arm and suffered 
various other wounds. His recovery took more than a 
decade, and involved intensive medical treatment. “We spent 
all of our money to help him recover,” recalls his mother, 
through her tears. 

Mr Tien’s family was one of those who returned to Tan Lich 
after the war to find their village lifeless. “What I saw were 
hundreds of bomb craters,” remembers Tien’s father, Mr Ho 
Minh Tuong.

“During the war, this area was a focal point in the McNamara 
defence system [a system of barriers intended to stop the 
movement of troops and supplies between North and South 
Vietnam], so all 300 households left. After the war, there 
were so many bombs left that the majority of them never 
returned,” he added. 

Those who did come back realised that they still had to 
cultivate the land if they did not want to live in hunger. “We 
just had to accept we might get hurt,” Tuong said.

Before MAG worked in the village, almost all the items of 
UXO they found were re-buried in pits. “We did this time after 
time, day after day, year after year,” he said.

After his land was cleared, Tien planted rubber and cajeput 
trees. “We were confident [about the safety of the land after 
clearance] so we could [also] grow two crops of cassava, 
which earned us about US$200,” said Tien.  

“I strongly believe that in four or five years, our family 
will have better living conditions.”

Another plot of cleared land in the village has now  
been planted with acacia trees. The income from this 
will be used as the common fund for Tan Lich village’s       
community activities. 

“MAG should maintain its work as long as possible 
because we don’t know when there will be no more 
bombs in the soil,” said Tien. “I hope that no one else 
will fall victim to UXO like me.”
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Tien planting rubber trees. Photo: MAG Vietnam

Hurvis Foundation

Funding from this Foundation and the Bay Tree    
Charitable Trust for the MAG’s EOD team in Quang   
Tri ended in June. During the last quarter, the team 
completed mobile clearance in six villages, conducting 
25 EOD tasks and removing 564 items of UXO. A total 
of 18,039 local people benefited from this work.

NVESD

Following the completion of the field evaluation of ‘the 
magic carpet’, a large loop detector, and its                    
accompanying walking tractor, the US Army Night Vision 
and Electronic Sensors Directorate (NVESD) continued 
funding in Vietnam for an Operational Field Evaluation 
(OFE) of vegetation cutting equipment.

During the quarter preparations were made for the 
importation of the equipment. 

DFID

During this quarter MAG was able to re-introduce 
Communitly Liaison operations to Quang Tri with the 
deployment of one CL team. The CL team contributed 
to operations by conducting 1,505 household surveys 
and recording 474 Dangerous Areas that will 
subsequently cleared by technical clearance teams.

In the next quarter DFID will continue to fund the CL 
team and two Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) 
teams in Quang Tri.


