MAG Sri Lanka
Programme Update

November / December 2009

ity

N

S . o SO T N

A young mother with her family in Palaikuli village, Mannar district November 2009. 111 families
have returned to Palaikuli village to date.

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

At the start of the year MAGs activities were based in
Batticaloa District in the East of Sri Lanka. However, with the
Government forces defeating the LTTE in May 2009, MAG
restarted operations in the North in support of the Government
plans to resettle 80% of the IDPs in their District of origin by
the end of 2009. Survey and clearance activities were
undertaken from April 2009 in Mannar and Vavuniya districts
in the North. MAG activities in Batticaloa district were ongoing
until September 2009.

MAGs work is done in partnership with the Ministry of Nation
Building who assigns task areas in accordance with their
priorites and the government's resettlement plans. The
programme continues the use of the Risk-Based Approach,
where mechanical assets are deployed in conjunction with
manual teams and Community Liaison (CL) teams.

ACTIVITIES
Northern Sri Lanka

Impact Summary:
30 tasks completed
Over 5km2 of land cleared through
mechanical and manual methods
Over 27kmz2 released through GMAA
3,634 returnees to released villages
14,500 individuals benefitting from
MAG survey and clearance activities
Rapid Survey carried out in 292
villages benefitting 45,764 families
703 anti-personnel mines uncovered

672 UXO removed

Community Liaison (CL) teams carried out 20 General Mine Action Assessments tasks during the year.
This directly led to the release of over 27kmz2 of land in the area, in support of the returns process. In
addition, CL teams carried out Rapid Survey in 292 villages in Vavuniya and Mannar Districts, releasing
184 villages as low threat of contamination. 45,764 families benefitted from this activity.
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GMAA was also carried out in and around 3 water
tanks and 1 irrigation channel covering over 3km?2
of land. These tasks have enabled water supply
to vast areas of paddy cultivation, in Mannar
District, where MAG has released land for
resettlement. These tasks are therefore crucial in
establishing livelihoods activities for returnees
and their communities.

Further technical survey and clearance was
conducted in 9 of these 20 tasks. In total over
5km2 of land has been cleared through a
combination of manual and mechanical methods.
670 anti-personnel mines and 660 UXO were
uncovered during the period in operations in the
MAG CL Officers inte_rviewing planne_d returnees in N orth North. By the end of November 1,156 families
Vavuniya, Northern Sri Lanka. have resettled in areas released by MAG in
Mannar district.

Activiti es and Output Summary Nov - Dec 2009:

3 clearance tasks ongoing in Adampan, Madhu and Periyapandivirichchan West GN Divisions in
Mannar

365 anti-personnel mines and 116 items of Unexploded Ordnance (UXO) uncovered

Search and clearance of a total of 382,694m 2 of land through a combination of manual and
mechanical methods

Non-technical survey completed at Periyapandivirichchan and Thatchanamaruthamadhu tanks,
releasing 1,774,145m? of land for essential irrigation repairs.

Rapid Survey undertaken in 37 villages  in Vavuniya district benefitting 2289 families

2 villages identified as low risk to be released through Rapid Survey

FUTURE PLANS
Although the IDP returns process gained considerable momentum in the last few months of the year,
UNOCHA estimates that 102,000 IDPs remain in camps in the Vavuniya District at the start of the year.

MAG Sri Lanka'’s capacity has expanded significantly during the second half of the year, to meet the urgent
needs in Northern Sri Lanka. The programme will deploy 10 Mine Action teams, 2 Mechanical Clearance
teams, 5 Technical survey teams, and 4 Community Liaison teams early in 2010.

These teams will be deployed to undertake survey and clearance in conflict-affected areas of Northern Sri
Lanka during 2010, enabling the ongoing returns process and supporting reconstruction and livelihood
activities in the region.

MAG would like to express its gratitude and sincere thanks to the following donors who supported the Sri
Lanka programme during 2009:

Actiefonds Mijnen Ruimen (AMR) - Hurvis Foundation

AusAID - UK Department for International

US Department of State, Office of Development (DFID)

Weapons Removal and Abatement - Allan and Nesta Ferguson Charitable
Stichting Vluchteling Trust

Rowan Trust - TUUT Charitable Trust

Good Gifts - Kirby Laing Foundation

Embassy of Japan, Colombo

For more information on this or any of MAG’s progra mmes across the world please visit
www.maginternational.org __, or contact:
Matt Thomas (Regional Desk Officer) e-mail: Matt. Thomas@maginternational.org
MAG, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester, M1 3NJ, UK  Tel: +44 161 236 4311 Fax: +44 161 236 6244
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