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Reporting Period:  01- 31 July 2010  
 

Activities & Outputs Summary: 
·  Non-technical Survey (NTS) ongoing in 3 Grama Nilad hari (GN) in Puthukudiyurippu 

Division in Mullaitivu District  
·  Technical survey and clearance commenced in 2 tasks  during July in 

Puthukudiyurippu, Mullaitivu District, in addition to Mannar and Vavuniya Districts  
·  Clearance of 122,400m² of land  during the month 
·  986 anti-personnel mines and 53 items of unexploded  ordnance (UXO) uncovered  
·  Safety briefings, MRE activities and needs assessme nt undertaken for resettling 

families by CL teams in Periyapandivirichchan West GN Division in Mannar District.  
 
 

Impact Summary:  
·  NTS completed in 2 GN in Puthukudiyurippu DS Division, Mullaitivu District, releasing 

25.13km² of land , including 10 villages in these 2 GN Divisions. 
·  515 IDPs (147 families) return to 2 villages released earlier in the year in 

Periyapandivirichchan West GN Division, Mannar dist rict during the month. 
·  2,387 families (9,668 individuals) are expected to return to these areas in the future.  
 
Please visit http://www.maginternational.org/MAG/en/news/sri-lan ka-updates/  for case 
studies highlighting the impact of MAG’s work in Sri Lanka 

 
Palaikuli revisited: The photo above shows UXO 
found by MAG survey and clearance teams in 
the front yard of a house in Palaikuli village, 
Mannar District in July 2009. The photo below 
shows the place one year on. The family has 
return to Palaikuli, rebuilding their home and re-
establishing their livelihoods. The photo shows 
red chillies being dried before being sold in the 
local market.   
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ACTIVITIES 

 

MAG Sri Lanka has been carrying out emergency survey and clearance of landmines and UXO 
in priority areas in Northern Sri Lanka since April 2009 in support of the IDP resettlement 
process. A majority of the IDPs have returned to their home villages, however according to 
UNHCR sources 35,359 IDPs still remained in camps at the beginning of August. MAG will 
continue to support this emergency phase until resettlement is complete later in the year. 

NTS was completed in Visuamadu East and West GN Divisions in Puthukudiyurippu DS 
Division in Mullaitivu district during the month by Community Liaison (CL) teams. Out of a total 
land area of 25.29km², 25.13km² was released through survey, including 4 out of 5 villages 
surveyed in Visuamadu East GN Division and all 6 villages in Visuamadu West. 152,100m² was 
identified for follow up technical survey in Visuamadu East. 2,387 families (9,668 individuals), 
who will return to their homes in these 2 GN Divisions, will benefit from these mine action 
activities. NTS is currently ongoing in 3 GN Divisions (Kombavil, Mannakandal, and Iranapalai) 
in Puthukudiyurippu DS Division of Mullaitivu.  

As part of the Safer Village campaign, CL staff carried out safety briefings and mine risk 
education (MRE) activities for the 515 returnees (147 families) to Periyapandivirichchan West 
GN Division during the month. A needs assessment was also carried out here, and CL teams 
hope to do the same in Adampan and Paddikudiyurippu GN Divisions in August. The Safer 
Village campaign was initiated in May in order to reduce the risk of accidents and promote 
livelihoods in mine-affected areas. It involves the mobilization of Safer Village committees 
consisting of representatives from the local community, who work together with MAG in carrying 
out assessments and developing Safer Village plans for their communities.   

Technical survey and clearance assets were deployed to Mullaitivu District and operations 
started in Valluvarpuram and Mannikapuram GN Divisions in Puthukudiyurippu DS Division in 
the middle of July, following on from earlier NTS activities there. This has been a very 
significant moment in MAG operations as this was the last LTTE stronghold, where the 
concluding stages of the war were fought. MAG was the first agency to gain access to 
Puthukudiyurippu. The teams are currently working in a school in the Valluvarpuram task which 
may initially serve as a transitional centre upon release. It will then support the children of 
returning communities as part of the recovery process. 

Clearance and TS are also ongoing in Adampan GN Division South part in Manthai West DS 
Division and Periyapandivirichchan West GN Division in Madhu DS Division, both in Mannar, 
and Paddikudiyurippu GN Division in Vavuniya North. In all, 122,400m² of land (113,650m² of 
minefield clearance and 8,750m² of Battle Area Clearance) were cleared in these 5 tasks. In 
total 53 UXO and a very high figure of 986 anti-personnel landmines were removed in July, 
which includes 708 from Periyapandivirichchan alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAG would like to express its gratitude and sincere thanks to the following donors who 
supported the Sri Lanka programme during the reporting period: 
  
·  AusAID 
·  CIDA 
·  Stichting Vluchteling 
·  US Department of State, Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement 

 
For more information on this or any of MAG’s progra mmes across the world please visit 

www.maginternational.org , or contact: 
 

Matt Thomas (Regional Desk Officer)             e-mail: Matt.Thomas@maginternational.org 
MAG, 68 Sackville Street, Manchester, M1 3NJ, UK     Tel: +44 161 236 4311 Fax: +44 161 236 6244 


