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“MAG is doing amazing humanitarian work. They are taking the risk on

themselves to save lives in our town.”
—Afaf Kdouh, Nabatieh Governorate, Lebanon
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Understanding Lebanon— A brief history

Lebanon sits along the shores of the Mediterranean Sea
surrounded by big brother Syria along its northern and
eastern borders and a suspicious Israel along its southern
border. Originally developed as a Christian stronghold by
the French following World War |, Lebanon gained its
independence in 1943. Palestinian refugees flooded the
country following the creation of Israel and still live in often
dire conditions. In recent years Lebanon has become the
base of operations for the armed militia Hezbollah.

In 1975 tensions between Muslim and Christian factions in
Lebanon reached a boiling point and a complex civil war broke
out. Israel and Syria quickly became involved and, over the
next 15 years, fighting would kill 150,000 people while over
half a million mines were laid throughout the country. Finally,
in 1990, a reconciliation agreement was reached and relative
peace was restored.

The next 15 years were fairly peaceful until the Hezbollah
kidnapped two Israeli soldiers in 2006 to set-up a prisoner
exchange during a raid on that country. Israel responded
forcefully, attacking Lebanon by air and sea, as well as
sending soldiers into the southern part of the country. In a
one-month period, 96,000 munitions were fired into Lebanon,

Lebanon has a bright future if its people can
overcome regional instability and mend the
scars of war.

scattering over four million cluster submunitions throughout the
conflict zone. Over 1,000 Lebanese were killed, most of whom
were civilians.

For a country with such a recent history of violence, there

are signs of improvement. The Lebanon Mine Action Center
(LMAC) completed a survey in April 2011 that determined
roughly 55 million square meters of land in Lebanon had been
contaminated by unexploded cluster munitions and mines.

Of this, 66% of the cluster munitions have been removed, as
well as 25% of the mines. As a result of this work, deaths and
injuries resulting from mines and cluster munitions have plum-
meted from 156 in 2006 to nine in 2010.

Lebanon has a bright future if its people can overcome political
instability and mend the scars of war. Compared to Syria, its
largest neighbor and long-time occupier, the Lebanese are
well educated with a literacy rate of 80% compared to 65%
for Syria. Commerce has always been a strength of this na-
tion. Before the civil war, Lebanon was a successful banking
and tourist hub in the Middle East. Unfortunately, the civil war
demolished the infrastructure necessary to maintain both of
these industries. In 2000, the government began an austerity
program with the goal of rebuilding the infrastructure needed
to support a thriving free-market economy. Unfortunately this
plan suffered a major setback when the Israeli invasion in
2006 resulted in $3.6 billion in damages. With relative peace
restored once again, Lebanon hopes to boost its profile as a
tourist destination and rebuild its banking sector. Despite slow
economic growth in the Middle East, Lebanon’s GDP grew by
7.5% in 2010.



Wishing for a Return to the Safety
and Economic Security of 2006

Support of the U.S. Department of States’
Office of Weapons Removal and Abatement

E ﬁ Work in Lebanon Made Possible by the



Sometimes MAG’s Most Important Work is Off the Field

Beirut, Lebanon

In September 2011 from representatives around the world
convened in Beirut for the Second Meeting of States Parties
(2MSP) to the Convention on Cluster Munitions (CCM). The
Convention bans the use, stockpiling, production, and trade of
cluster bombs globally and supports the clearance of affected
countries. The use of cluster munitions in Lebanon in 2006,
and the resulting tragedy, fueled the international movement
against cluster munitions that resulted in the historic adoption
of the Convention in Dublin in May 2008. Sixty-six states are
party to the CCM, which became binding international law on
August 1, 2010.

The Beirut meeting convened representatives from over 115
governments, civil society organizations, the UN, and cluster
munitions survivors to discuss progress made against the Con-
vention’s obligations. Overall the sense was that the CCM has
been remarkably successful with new signatories, and existing
members are already achieving the destruction of stockpiles of
cluster munitions well ahead of the eight year deadline. Efforts
to clear contaminated States Parties within the ten year dead-
line of 2020 also look like they will be successful.

The success of the CCM is an important and laudable step in
helping to rid the world of the devastation caused by cluster
munitions. However, it is believed that millions of bomblets still

plague communities around the world. In Lebanon, for exam-
ple, MAG is working alongside other organizations in support
of the national authority’s goal to clear the remaining 33% of
land contaminated by cluster munitions by 2016. Safe access
to land for agriculture, housing, grazing, commercial crops and
businesses will allow the owners and users to return to the
physical safety and economic standard of living they enjoyed in
2006. Until the land is cleared, those communities face tremen-
dous physical risk and economic hardships, preventing them
from moving forward with their lives.

For MAG, support for these conventions and treaties is an in-
tegral part of our work to remind the world community that this
problem cannot be ignored. Steve Goose, chair of the Cluster
Munitions Coalition (CMC) and director of the Arms Division at
Human Rights Watch, echoed the sentiment, “Governments
need to demonstrate that they are acting with the urgency and
comprehensiveness that they have promised in eliminating
cluster munitions and addressing the effects these inhumane
weapons have on civilians all over the world.”

The 11th Meeting of the State Parties to the Mine Ban Treaty
will be meeting later this year in Cambodia, and MAG will
again be present at this important convention. This event is
particularly significant as it returns to the place where world
leaders began working together to ban landmines. Cambodia
remains one of the most heavily affected countries in the
world — another reminder that our work is far from done.

MAG was well represented at the Lebanon meeting with
members of staff from around the world. In the words of

MAG Director of Operations Rob White, “The opportunity

for everyone who is concerned about cluster bombs to meet
together is special to this sector -from contaminated countries
like Lebanon to donor countries, the UN and clearance
organizations like MAG to meet and talk face-to-face.”

For Hussein Tabaja, a MAG employee in Lebanon who
normally works in the field as a Site Supervisor, the most im-
portant aspect of this convention, though, is the results. Tabaja
spent two days in Beirut ready to answer technical questions
for delegates visiting the MAG booth and he summed up his
experience as follows: “I hope the effort brings in support from
donors to clear Lebanon; if it happens then it's worth being
here and is the same as being on the site destroying items.”



Raising Awareness + Raising Funds = Landmines Destroyed!

Simply hold a fun awareness or fundraising event in your community.

Share your passion for MAG's work by becoming a MAG Deminer today!



American Task Force for Lebanon: A Champion for Cluster Munitions Removal
and Victims Assistance

The American Task Force for Lebanon (ATFL) is a non-profit
organization comprised primarily of dedicated Americans of
Lebanese heritage and others, working to promote secu-
rity and prosperity in a free and democratic Lebanon, while
enhancing Lebanon’s relationship with the United States.
Lebanon, bordered by Syria and Israel, does suffer from the
instability in the region but remains one of the world’s most
progressive countries regarding the protection of civil rights
for its citizens.

Unexploded ordnance (UXO) and landmine contamination
has been one of the top initiatives for ATFL support, particu-
larly since the 2006 bombings in Lebanon. Dr. George Cody,
Executive Director of ATFL, explains why this issue is so criti-
cal, “This issue affects so many people directly. A farmer or a
child can pick up cluster munitions while engaging in normal
activities and be killed or severely injured.”

During a recent trip to attend the Second Meeting of States
Parties to the Convention on Cluster Munitions (2MSP), Dr.
Cody was able to view the progress Lebanon has made since
the war in 2006, but also met many victims still suffering,
often because victim’s assistance centers lack the resources
to meet the need. ATFL advocates that this issue must be
addressed with a three prong approach-clearance, victims’

assistance, and education-and works to promote balanced
support among these areas.

ATFL and its network have financially supported MAG for
the last several years to do work in Lebanon in two of these
areas: clearance and education. ATFL has helped raise
more than $2.3 million from the United States Government
in 2008-2009 to clear unexploded cluster munitions in
southern Lebanon and an additional $104,000 from private
sources in 2009-10, generating a $200,000 match from the
U.S. Department of State’s Office of Weapons Removal and
Abatement to help fund MAG’s work in Lebanon.

“ATFL has been proud of its association with MAG and the
clearance figures that show 67% of Lebanon is UXO free,”
says Dr. Cody, “and hopefully the world community will contin-
ue its work removing these deadly munitions until everyone in
the country can live safely. In the southern part of the country,
which is largely agricultural, there is still significant contamina-
tion threatening families’ abilities to provide for themselves.”
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ATFL



Extraordinary Americans Supporting MAG: Cathy Gibson

Cathy Gibson was always somewhat aware of the dangers
mines and unexploded ordnance (UXO) posed for communi-
ties around the world, but it wasn’t until she joined the Rotary
Club of Seattle in 2000 that she became actively involved

in mine action. As it turned out, her Rotary club was already
active in mine action and some of her fellow members had
established an International Rotarians for Mine Action group.
In 2008, Cathy headed to the Rotary International Convention
in Los Angeles where she ended up helping staff at the Mine
Action booth. After meeting a number of “mine action cham-
pions”, including MAG’s Pat Patierno, Cathy said her passive
interest quickly became a desire to actively help.

Shortly after her eye-opening experience at the convention,
Cathy joined a group of Rotarians headed to the Balkans,
where they toured several mine-impacted countries seeing
first hand the devastation caused by mines and UXO. As part
of the visit they toured the world-renowned Institute for Re-
habilitation of Slovenia, a center specifically founded to help
mine victims recover. This experience left Cathy “stunned at
the long legacy of landmines” and frustrated that more was
not being done to rid the world of this scourge.

Inspired by her tour of the Balkans, Cathy headed up another
Rotary expedition to Lebanon in 2010. When asked why
she picked Lebanon, Cathy responded by saying she was

intrigued by the “cross-current of multiple conflicts over time”
and wanted to “understand how a country could survive such
trauma”. At times during her visit she described feeling as if
she were in some kind of twilight zone. In some cities there

were completely abandoned areas due to the high levels of
mine and UXO contamination. In other cities “there would be
some rebuilt buildings, but if you go two blocks around the
corner there were shattered buildings...just rubble.”

After returning from her Lebanon trip, Cathy felt it was ex-
tremely important to share what she had experienced. With
the help of a couple other Rotarians she developed a presen-
tation on her experiences in Lebanon and what other Rotary
clubs could do to help. Her efforts paid off and she quickly
gained strong support. Working with MAG and a Rotary club
based in Beirut, she spearheaded a proposal to raise $5,000
to make repairs to essential pieces of mine removal equip-
ment that, once back in operation, would allow thousands of
people to return to their land.

When asked why of all the humanitarian issues to focus on
she choose mine action, Cathy told us because it is a com-
pound problem that addresses multiple issues. It tackles

the issues of land rights, humanitarian aid, and sustainable
communities. In short it is “a comprehensive approach to a
complex and challenging problem,” she said. When she isn’t
attending Rotary events and meetings, or participating in
mine action activism, Cathy works as a Managing Partner at
the Evolve Partner Group.



MAG America is proud to release:
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Surviving the Peace

To view this video online go to:
www.maginternational.org/usa/news/surviving-the-peace-launch/

everyone can make the world a better place.
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Start by watching this short film.
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