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Burundi 
 
MAG Burundi started in 2007 with a programme to support the government of Burundi in 
reducing the threat of Small Arms and Light Weapons  (SALW) and unsecured 
stockpiles . MAG is currently offering technical support to the Weapons Destruction 
Workshop and supporting the Burundian Government in implementing the Nairobi Protocol, 
Articles 6, 7 and 8. 
 
The comprehensive Physical Security and Stockpile Management (PSSM) project with the 
Police Nationale du Burundi (PNB) continued in Region West with funding from the Swiss 
Government . Both the MAG-Civilian Defence (CD) mobile team and the physical security 
team have worked in Bujumbura Mairie this month. On 22 July, MAG and the Burundian 
Government destroyed their 20,000 th  hand-grenade  since the beginning of MAG’s support 
to Burundi in reducing the threat posed by Small Arms and Light Weapons. Considering the 
widespread use of hand-grenades for criminal activities in Burundi, this destruction marked 
a milestone in the work towards reducing armed viol ence in Burundi 1. This PSSM 

                                                 
1 For further information please see MAG’s website: http://www.maginternational.org/news/burundi-20000-hand-
grenades-destroyed/ 

MAG and CWMD  – MAG uses the term Conventional Weapons Management and Disposal 
(CWMD) to refer to its work in support of weapons and ammunition disposal and security. 
This includes dealing with Small Arms and Light Weapons, as well as items such as aircraft 
bombs, large calibre artillery, mortar ammunition and rockets. The term also reflects the 
different roles that MAG takes on within this sector, from direct clearance activities and 
Physical Security and Stockpile Management, to capacity building and training. CWMD is a 
coordinated and integrated approach which supports states to develop sustainable solutions 
to armed violence, and is an essential contribution to local, national and regional security 
and aspects of Armed Violence Reduction (AVR).  
  
MAG is currently undertaking CWMD projects in Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), Iraq, Somalia and Sudan.  
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project is expected to start next month in the Police Region Centre with funding from the 
Belgian Government .  
 
Summary of outputs: 

·  Collection of 981 weapons , 1,225 magazines , 1,909 items of ammunition  and 389,849 
SAA by the MAG-CD mobile team;   

·  Destruction of 1,787 ammunition  and 48,050 SAA by the MAG-CD mobile team; 
·  Destruction of 478 weapons  and 1,897 magazines  at the Weapons Destruction 

Workshop; 
·  Improvement to the physical security of 2 large PNB  SALW storage sites  by the MAG 

physical security team. 
 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
 
MAG DRC launched a nationwide CWMD programme  in September 2006 and in May 2007 
received written authorisation from the Ministry of Defence to destroy surplus military 
stocks  in all Military Regions.  Also in May 2007, a destruction centre was established by 
MAG at the Central Logistics Base in Kinshasa.  In September 2008 MAG received written 
authorisation from the Ministry of the Interior (extended in April 2009) to commence CWMD 
activities with the Congolese National Police .   
 
MAG DRC is currently operating one mobile CWMD team , a mobile stockpile assessment 
team, and the destruction team  based at the Logistics Central Base under funding from the 
US Department of State Office of Weapons Removal an d Abatement .  Under funding 
from the Dutch Government  MAG is also creating official national Physical Storage and 
Stockpile Management (PSSM)  standards, providing training in these standards and 
undertaking the evaluation and refurbishment of ammunition stockpiles.  
 
This month MAG commenced a year-long Physical Storage and Stockpile Management 
(PSSM) project funded by the Dutch Government.  An ammunition storage Technical Field 
Manager (TFM) and PSSM Researcher joined the programme (a second TFM is also 
expected to be hired soon), and these new additions to the MAG DRC team will work 
primarily on putting in place national PSSM standards and training at the Ordnance 
Department of the Logistics School in Kinshasa. 
 
Under US Department of State funding, the CWMD destruction team continued its 
deployment in Mbandaka in Equateur province (3rd Military Region) where it disposed of one 
ton of munitions from the regional stores  located outside the town.  Following this the 
team then deployed 300km East to Boende where they assessed ammunition stocks in 
the town  to determine those that were in need of destruction due to being potentially 
dangerous.  Meanwhile the Stockpile Evaluation Team (which is composed of the QA Team 
Leader and seconded FARDC liaison officials) deployed to Kananga in Kasai Occidental 
Province (4th Military Region), also for stockpile assessment purposes. 
 
Weapons destruction work at the Central Logistics Base workshop continued as normal with 
800 weapons  being destroyed in July . 
 
Iraq 
 
MAG Iraq started implementing the CWMD programme in August 2007 with the support of 
PMWRA. To date, MAG Iraq CWD teams have successfully responded to more than 9,255 
emergency tasks  to safely remove and destroy 258,685 CW items . Since it began MAG 
Iraq's CWMD programme had directly  benefited more than 1 million individuals.   
 
MAG’s Small arms and Light Weapons Risk Education (SALW R E) programme  began 
with RE sessions in schools in July 2008. Working with local partners, MAG’s SALW RE 
warns children of the threats of playing with SALW, with the aim of reducing the risk to 
children in homes with unguarded SALW. 
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In July, 4 CWD response teams continued operations, deploying to reported stockpiles of 
CW. Teams deployed 94 times from the programme’s 3 operation bases to 68 different 
villages, completing 155 emergency conventional weapons destruction tasks in Sulimaniyah, 
Dohuk, Mosul, and Kirkuk Governorates . This month, 6,609 CW were safely destroyed. 
Items included items of 70mm PG, anti-personnel landmines, anti-tank landmines, fuses, 
mortars, projectiles and small arms ammunition in addition to several other types of 
unexploded ordnance. Teams destroyed 51 stockpiles.  
 
In Sulimaniyah, CWD teams deployed to Zambaqi village, Halabja district, near the Iraq – Iran 
border, to safely remove and destroy 1,412 items of CW . Teams in Dohuk deployed to 
Shireenava village in Atrush area to safely remove and destroy 4 stockpiles of 203 items of 
CW. Items were posing significant threat to the local communities and picnickers visiting the 
area. 
 
The dedicated MAG Community Liaison (CL) teams funded by WRA conducted 11 liaison 
visits to 10 different villages  in Kirkuk and Sulimaniyah, liaising with local authorities, 
farmers, shepherds, teachers, village leaders and other villagers. MAG CL teams conducted 1 
SALW RE session  to 12 primary school students in Kirkuk governorate. Teams conducted 2 
capacity building training sessions in SALW RE delivery to 68 primary school teachers in 
Sulimaniyah. 
 
Somalia 
 
MAG commenced its CWMD activities in the Puntland region of Somalia in May 2008 with 
funding from the US Department of State WRA. MAG trained an EOD team  consisting of 7 
Puntland Police officers  and further provided technical assistance and equipment for the 
team performing CWMD activities throughout Puntland. All training and field operations are 
carried out in close coordination with the national governing authority the Puntland Mine 
Action Centre (PMAC). With further funding from OWRA, activities in Puntland re-started in 
September 2009. 
 
During early to mid July the team was very busy with clearance deployments to Galcaio, 
Qardho and Bosasso.  
 
Our greatest success this month was the discovery of a sizable buried stockpile  in a 
community NW of Galcaio. The MAG supported Police EOD team under the direction of 
PMAC assisted in the safe excavation and destruction of over 100 Whi te Phosphorous 
mortars  from the centre of a rural community. To read more about this deployment please 
visit:   http://www.maginternational.org/news/somalia-clearance-and-safety-messages-save-
lives/ 
 
Unfortunately due to heightened insecurity in the north of the country towards the end of the 
month our work was curtailed however we are hopeful that the situation will improve soon. 
 
Sudan 
 
MAG has been implementing SALW activities in Sudan since 2005. Currently there is one 
EOD team, funded by WRA, operating out of MAG’s base in Yei, Central Equatoria. This 
team has a roving capacity enabling MAG to response to EOD and SALW tasks  across 
Greater Equatoria.  
 
In Southern Sudan, MAG also has teams that conduct spot tasks along with other clearance 
activities. These teams are funded by Spanish Government  and CIDA. In Northern Sudan 
there are two multi-task teams, funded by DIFD and WRA enabling them to respond to EOD 
spot tasks  along with other clearance activities. The teams usually go out for 2-3 weeks at a 
time fly camping in different areas before returning to base to rest and refuel.  Sudan provides 
challenging terrain and difficult conditions to work in, particularly during the rainy season 
when many areas become impassable.   
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During July MAG Sudan held its first ever EOD Level Three training course  in Sudan . 39 
participants were invited, and 18 successfully passed  the course. Amongst the successful 
included staff from the Southern Sudan Demining Commission/Authority, MAG’s national 
partner JASMAR, and MAG national and international staff. Operations were postponed in 
southern Sudan , as all Technical Field Managers instructed on this EOD Course, thus 
contributing to lower SALW/CWMD outputs being reporting by MAG Sudan in July. 
 
In July the MAG Sudan programme cleared 6,800 m2  during Battle Area Clearance (BAC) 
activities, and destroyed 1 AT mine  and 3 other items  of UXO. 
 

 
 

ANNEX: Certified EOD Level 3 Technicians - EOD cour se in Sudan  
 

 
 

Fifteen Sudanese from partner organisations and MAG, along with three MAG international 
staff, have received Explosive Ordnance Disposal Level 3 qualifications. 

 
A unique course in Juba has equipped deminers and Government staff from the north and 
south of the country with the skills and motivation to drive forward progress towards a mine-
free Sudan. 
 
The four-week Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Level 3 Course in July 2010 gave the 
opportunity for 38 participants to study, train and sit examinations for the internationally 
recognised certificate. Eighteen successful students obtained their qualifications and were 
congratulated by Margaret Mathew Mathiang, Deputy Chairperson at the Southern Sudan 

MAG would like to express its gratitude to the following current donors to our CWMD 
projects around the globe: 

·  Belgian Government 
·  CIDA 
·  DFID 
·  Dutch Government 
·  Spanish Government 
·  Swiss Government 
·  UNMAO 
·  United States Department of State, Political Military Office of Weapons Removal 

and Abatement 
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Demining Authority (SSDA) with the message: “You are all determined to use these skills for 
the development and return and safety of our people.” 
 
In June 2011, as part of the ongoing work to promote lasting peace and security in Sudan, the 
United Nations Mine Action Office will devolve primary responsibilities for coordinating the 
work of landmine clearance agencies to the national authorities, including SSDA. 
 
The skills acquired on this course will be vital to this transition. With a referendum on the 
issue of regional autonomy due to take place in 2011, MAG is passing on knowledge to both 
northern and southern Sudanese, ensuring that no matter what the outcome of the 
referendum is, national capacity will be in place to support mine action initiatives across the 
country. 
 
Friendship blossomed during the course, with participants sharing their work experiences 
after classes, and recognising that they shared a common dream: to see Sudan one day free 
of mines and unexploded ordnance. 
 

“We will be able to do this technical work when MAG  leaves. However, we need 
continued support in learning how to raise funds an d manage projects.” 
- Alladin Mohammed Ali, Technical Operations Manager for JASMAR. MAG is 
working with JASMAR on both organisational and technical capacity building, 
ensuring the organisation will be able to implement and manage projects effectively 
and independently in the future. 
 
“At first I was a bit worried, but after just three  days, we were all like a big 
family. The number one lesson I take away with me f rom this course is to work 
safely, and keep people in the communities and thei r property safe.” 
- Michael Achol, Quality Assurance Officer for the Southern Sudan Demining 
Authority. 
 
“I want a career in MAG and hope I can be a nationa l Technical Field Manager 
someday.” 
- Peter Manyok Chol, Team Leader of MAG’s Manual Clearance Team in Kapoeta, 
Eastern Equatoria receives his certificate from Margaret Mathew Mathiang, the 
SSDA’s Deputy Chairperson. 

 


