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UX O clearance group' Lao

explains its work 0 KHAMPHONESYVONG

0 PHOONSABTHEVONGSA and members of the Lao THE Agriculture Depart n
business community. is rr.Yiewing almost 60 y ars

1:HE Mines Advisory Group Members of the public of ImplementatIon of he
(MAG) Lao hosted an informal interested in the group's work International Plant Protec on
gathering for those working in are welcome to visit the uxo ConventIon (IPPC) In Lao or
the field of unexploded Visitor Information Centre at the the improvement of dis se
ordnance (UXO) and mine MAG Vientiane office, on Fa cont!olmeasures and st
clearance on Monday at the NgumRd,200metresupstream resIstance:
French Language Centre from the Mekong River Off!clals from he

The event was based around Commission. mInIstrIes of Agnculture nd
the theme "Six things you might According to UXO Lao, Forestry and Public Health nd
not knowaboutMAGLao" and MAGpioject.5 have seen the experts froJTr he
included demonstrations, removal of unexploded Commonwealth Agricul re
displays and a documentary film ordnance in the provinces of Bureau International met on
presentation. Xieng Khuang, Khammuan and Tuesday at the Novote in

"MAG is unique in that we Saravan, since they were first VientIane to plan the st
are invoJv!,d in numerous begun in 2004
activities intheUXOsector, not Laos is one of the mo&t Manual
only in the physical proc!'ss of h!'avily bombed countries in the
clearing ordnance,:' said MAG world, suffering from intense
Lao's Communications Official, ground combat and aerial 0 XAYXANALEUKAI
Lin Syphavong "And we held bombardments during the
this event to get that message Indochina War. THE International Lab ur
across" Over 580,000 bombing Organisation (ILO) as

Highlights from a new missions run by American wf\T. launched a new 'Code of
Australian documentary film planes, dropped more than two Practice'manualonHIV! S
entitledBoInbHal"Vestwerealso milliOlltonnes of ordnance on with &pecial relevance for e
shown Produced by Lemur Lao ~~ilduring the 1960's and workpiac!', aiming to ra e
Films during 2006-2007, t"e 70's. awareness for employees d
film features MAG staff MAG is currently working employers.
working alongside UXOLao in II countries, including Iraq, Approximately 50 man Is
staff in southern Laos. Sudan, and Cambodia. The have been provided to offic is

To the delight of the organisation's aim is to save from the Ministry of Labour d
audience, three stars from the lives and build futures in some Social Welfare, the Lao Tr e
film -two Lao and one of the world's most vulnerable Union and the Lao Natio a]
Australian-werepresentforthe communities, by r!'moving the Chamber of Commerce d
showing physical threat posed by Industry

Guests included landmines and unexploded These books will be us
government and embassy staff, bombs, which in turn frees more inform workers and manage
No0 and donor representatives, land for agricultural and the dangers of HIV!AIDS
specialists from the UXOsector, commercial use. how to deal with it in

workplace by counselli
training and through
provision of better informati

"These books can help s ff 0
understand how to prot t i
themselveS from this dea y
epidemic, to reduce the imp t f
on business, workers and th ir
families and society," said e
Deputy Minister of Labour d
Social Welfare, Mr La y m
Faiphengyoua, at a Worksh p e

Vientian

0 OUNKHAM PIMMATA

THE Vientiane Libra y
c!'lebrated its first annivers
on Saturday with a day f
activities for all library users
a review of its progress sin e
December last year, when t
opened to the public

The event was supported
the Ji"himAi"h;rhiln".n',H"


