Surviving the Peace

An exhibition of photographs from around the world

— by Sean Sutton

From May to June, Sean Sutton — information manager and author
of MAG’s fabulous photographs— exhibited some of his work at the
Foreign Correspondents Club in Phnom Penh. “Surviving the Peace”
was opened by Sam Sotha, Secretary-General of the Cambodia Mine
Action Authority (CMAA). More than 200 people attended the
opening including representatives from the UK and US embassies,
and MAG partner agencies such as World Vision and Lutheran
World Service. Media interest was considerable with a number of
Cambodian newspapers featuring articles on the exhibition as well as
several TV crews. More than 4500 people visited the exhibition over
its two-month stay. Next stop for the “Surviving the Peace”, we hope,

is Vietnam.

Powerline C

rom 1988 through 1994, the conflict
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
resulted in the displacement of tens of
thousands of people. A moving front line
resulted in mass destruction of housing and
infrastructure. The national Agency for
Rehabilitation and Reconstruction of Areas
(ARRA) is responsible for repatriating
Internally Displaced People and has begun
reconstruction and rehabilitation work in
regions affected by the war. The threat of
and UXO

seriously hampers progress.

landmine contamination

MAG supports Relief Azerbaijan, the

earance in Azerbaijan

ordinated by the Azerbaijan National
Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA). Since
2000, MAG has helped to support these
mine action resources under contract with
the UN Office for Project Services. We look
forward to continuing to provide this
assistance.

In mid March 2001, the teams began
clearance that would mean that vital repairs
could be made to the national power line
that runs 30km through the Fizuli region to
the town of Horadiz. Areas needed to be
cleared where the line passes through
former defensive positions previously
occupied by both the Armenian and
Azerbaijan Armies during the conflict.

In co-ordination with the construction
company, areas around the existing pylons
were cleared to make it safe to carry out the
repair work. Six OZM 72 Bounding
Fragmentation Mines had been found by
the end of the task on 25 June 2001; many
dangerous anti-tank mine fuses and several

items of UXO were also destroyed.

The construction company has already
started replacing cables and damaged
pylons — the de-miners are hopeful that
they, who all live in the area, and all the
other inhabitants will soon benefit from a

more reliable supply of electricity.
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Legacy of Conflict in Uganda

Conflict between rebel factions in Uganda, mainly in the
northern districts of Gulu, Kitgum and Kasese in the West,
has left a wide-ranging problem with landmines and UXO.
At the end of April MAG went to assess their impact and
what could be done to help.

Rebels occasionally laid small numbers of mines in villages
that they had attacked. Mines have also been used to deter the
army and to protect temporary rebel positions. There are no
records of where the mines have been placed; the small
numbers used at any one time make it very difficult to
determine what areas are dangerous and what areas are safe.
The Ugandan army investigate suspicious items that villagers
find and dispose of anything that is dangerous, but there is
very little that they can do to search out the landmines that
have been laid here and there across wide areas.

In response to this problem, the Ugandan Ministry of Health
and a number of national and international agencies have
been working together to try to protect communities from the
threat these weapons pose.

Mine awareness poster created for use in northern Uganda. The poster
has been translated from Acholi to English for use in other parts of the
country, with the original printed Acholi text covered over.

The mine awareness posters were finalised through a trial process run in
local markets, protected camps, primary schools, secondary schools,
clinics, and amongst the local elderly population. The feedback from this
structured pre-testing was integrated into the final poster design.
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Ochira Francis has been receiving treatment from an Italian NGO
AVSI, which runs an orthopaedic workshop and physiotherapy
centre in Gulu. His experiences and the complications of his
condition are common to many landmine survivors. There is no
doubt that despite the problems that lie ahead for him, his
quality of life will have been dramatically enhanced by physical
rehabilitation.

Experience elsewhere has shown that mine awareness can
greatly reduce the numbers of people being hurt or killed,
and it is seen as a vital first step in reducing the scale of
the risk in Uganda.

MAG aims to support the agencies already working to
reduce this problem, mainly by providing advice and
assistance to help develop the programme.
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More news from
southern Sudan...

As reported in the last Newsletter MAG’s programme supports the local NGO
Operation Save Innocent Lives (OSIL) with technical and community liaison
assistance. A MAG Technical Advisor currently in southern Sudan, reports back
on a week in the life of the programme:

“We were primarily tasked with clearing a mined road to allow access for
displaced people and food supplies. We also needed to clear hundreds of UXO
that littered the area.

The demining teams started work on the road; the local OSIL Supervisor and I
went to look at the UXO problems:

An old school had been turned into an ammunition depot and was full of
130mm projectiles. It must have received a direct hit because there were
projectiles everywhere! Some under the rubble, some within yards of a large
crater; others had been blown out to over 100m. Our priority was to gather
them all up and stack them ready for transporting to a demolition pit. In all we
removed 365 x 130mm projectiles at 35kg each, 58 x 122mm projectiles at 30kg
each and 130 x 82mm Mortars at 8kg each. It took the two of us, and three
soldiers that were drafted in to help, two days to crowbar items out of the
rubble, gather everything together, sort the items and prepare for demolition.
Digging ordnance out of the rubble was no mean feat either! We found 4
poisonous snakes, several poisonous millipedes and about 20 scorpions!

A total of 18.3 tons of ammunition was destroyed in five demolition pits
about two kilometers outside the town area.”

n or t h e r

IRAQ

At this time of year in northern Iraq it
is very hot and dry. Even though it is
only the beginning of summer, there is
already a serious shortage of water in
the region. This is because of the lack
of snow and rain during the last winter.
To address the pressing needs of communities desperate for a reliable water
supply, MAG has been conducting several ‘partial clearance tasks’ to allow
villagers safe access to water sources inside mined areas. In this case, MAG does
not clear the entire minefield as this may take quite some time. Instead MAG
ensures that the villagers can get to the water quickly and risk-free without
waiting for the whole area to be made safe.

One such task was recently completed in Ahmad Klwan village in Suleimaniyah
region. In this village farmers needed to use two springs and clean and repair an
irrigation ditch: these were inside the much bigger minefield. MAG cleared an
access route and a wider area around each spring. The cleared areas have been
marked off so that the villagers know exactly what land is safe. The second of the
two springs was officially handed over to the village in June 2001. The water from
both springs is now being used for drinking and to irrigate crops.

— Vietnam -

A new Mine Action Team deals with the explosive
remnants of war

In 2001 MAG set up the first mobile Mine Action Team to operate in
Vietnam. The team was introduced to provide quick and effective response to
urgent needs in areas distant from MAG’s main project site. As the MAT moves
from one commune to the next, staff liase with the local authorities assessing
and discussing their needs. There are usually 8 villages in each commune and
this method ensures that villages get assistance in order of priority.

Gio An Commune, in Gio Linh District was the first commune prioritised for
MAT operations. The commune was wanting to begin the long-delayed
development and extension of its primary and secondary school that has 1,000
students and 40 teachers. This project had been postponed for a number of
years due to funding problems and the threat of mines and UXO. In January
2001 work was stopped after 7 children, aged between 6 and 14, were injured
by fragmentation from an item of ordnance that exploded — possibly a 40mm
grenade uncovered during initial ground breaking. The MAT has now removed
all UXO found during the building work of this school, and at the site of
another school building project.

On 12 April the MAT was called to a UXO accident involving a local farmer
who had been working in the garden plot at the back of his house. He died
instantly in the explosion of a 40 mm high explosive, armour-piercing, rifle
grenade. The immediate area was searched for more items — none were found.

Since May the team has followed up 150 requests for help and removed nearly
1000 pieces of live ordnance from the houses, gardens, roadsides and other
areas of the commune. The MAT will now move on to the next priority
commune — the people of Gio An will know that there is now a MAT not far
away that can respond quickly if they find more UXO or mines.

Christian Aid director
visits MAG Cambodia

On June 18, Dr Daleep Mukraji, the Director of Christian Aid UK, visited a minefield site
in Kampong Thom province in central Cambodia. MAG Regional Manager, Prak Sary,
was delighted to host the visit.

MAG has been working there since 1994. Heavy bombing by the USAF in the early 1970s
and later fighting between Khmer Rouge and Cambodian Government forces has left a
legacy of mines and UXO of all kinds. MAG currently runs three Mine Action Teams and
a mobile team that destroys UXO reported in the province.
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An examp/e of a minefield cleared by MAG with support from CWS
Church World Service (CWS), with Christian Aid funding, implements projects in the
province. In order to ensure that development land is safe for projects such as resettlement
and school building, CWS uses part of its funding to work with MAG. This partnership
has been in place since 1994. On the site visited by Dr Mukraji there had been 26 deaths
and 15 injuries due to mines and UXO since 1993, with over 50 cattle also killed. Since
January 2001, MAG has found and destroyed 20 mines and 11 items of UXO. The site
will shortly be completed and will benefit over 30 families due to resettle on the land.

Dr Mukraji wrote in his trip diary, published on Christian Aid’s website, that the clearance
he had seen was “essential work because the people here need to be able to build houses
and farmland, which obviously they can’t do if there are mines everywhere.... Mines
Advisory Group’s expertise and professionalism is exceptional”.
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